
Murphysboro City Council Meeting 
February 12, 2013 

 
The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its 
ordinances, on the 12th day of February, 2013.  Mayor Williams called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. and Pastor Charlie Allen led the council in prayer.  Following the 
invocation, Mayor Williams led the council in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  Mayor 
Williams then directed City Clerk Cottonaro to call the roll.  The roll was called with the 
following  
 
Present: Barbara Hughes, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, Danny Bratton, 

Mark Costa, Sandra Bullar, Russell Brown, Gary McComb 
 
Absent:  
 
Mayor Williams welcomed the scouts and their leaders. 
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the January 8, 2013 council meeting.  All 
aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Costa 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
 
Alderman Pierson discussed the sidewalk program which states we do sidewalks only, 
not driveways, and we had done the driveway for Bob Fenwick. 
 
Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register #485 through February 12, 
2013, accounts receivable through February 12, 2013 and payroll through 
February 12, 2013.  All aldermen received a copy of the accounts payable, 
accounts receivable and payroll for their review, prior to the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
.
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REQUESTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 
James Robinson discussed his problem with three men that live by them and are 
harassing them and vandalizing their property. 
 
Bruce Davis of Habitat for Humanity indicated they would be doing another home 
in 2015 and 2017.  He indicated the city had pulled out stumps and hauled down 
trees on the property they are working on for the 2013 project. 
 
Marilyn Smerken addressed the council and was informed she should attend the 
committee meeting on the 4th Monday and present a short synopsis regarding 
horizontal hydraulic fracturing.. 
 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

 
Alderman Ardrey read the minutes of the Budget & Finance Committee meeting 
of January 28, 2013 
 
Motion:  To approve accounts payable register #484 through January 25, 
2013. 
Motion by Alderman Hughes Second by Alderman Ardrey 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Alderman Costa read the minutes of the Community Relations Committee 
meeting of January 28, 2013 
 
Mayor Williams stated that there had been no response from the surveys which 
were sent out so they will not be doing this right now but will be coming back with 
another area and start the process anew. 
 
Motion:  To approve the Resolution of Support for Residential Housing 
Rehabilitation Grant Application prepared by Crosswalk Community 
Action.  
Motion by Alderman Costa Second by Alderman Hughes 
Yeas: Barb Hughes, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, Danny Bratton, 

Mark Costa, Sandi Bullar, Gary McComb  
Nays:     Russell Brown 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To approve usage of lagoon @ Old Big Top Property on Industrial 
Park Road with signed attorney’s written agreement to connect to city 
sewer within two years. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Bastien 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried.  
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Alderman Pierson read the minutes of the Public Works Committee meeting of 
January 28, 2013.  
 
Motion:  To approve to surplus a 1998 Dodge Dakota Pickup Truck, 1966 
John Deere 300 Backhoe with 7300 Series Loader, 1983 John Deere 1250 
with 1998 Woods Mower, and a 1996 Chevy 3500 Dump Truck.   
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve to purchase a portable generator/air compressor for a 
cost of approximately $2200 from Coleman Lawn Equipment. 
 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve to purchase a camera for $350 plus metal enclosure 
for $50 for surveillance at water tower. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Alderman Bullar read the minutes of the Public Safety Committee meeting of 
January 28, 2013.   
 
Motion:  To not approve Mike Kasky’s request of an exception to our 
burning ordinance.  
Motion by Alderman McComb Seconded by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion:  To approve The Memorandum of Understanding with the Attorney 
General’s Office on Internet Child Exploitation Task Force. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Seconded by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Alderman Hughes read the minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting of 
January 28, 2013. 
 
Motion:  To decline participation in the Department of Human Services 
Work Experience Program. 
Motion by Alderman Hughes Second by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
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Motion:  To hire Dan Reardon as the part-time code enforcement officer. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Bastien 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Alderman Bastien read the minutes of the Public Improvement meeting of 
January 28, 2013. 
 
The city has received an offer to purchase property located at 430 South 16th 
Street. 
 
Motion:  To table this issue until we receive information from Eric Kennedy   
Motion by Alderman Pierson Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve awarding the bid to SAMRON for the west side of the 
sidewalk project on 10th Street at a cost of $11,500 and for the south side of 
the sidewalk project on Chestnut Street at a cost of $17,300.  
Motion by Alderman Bastien Second by Alderman Bratton 
Yeas: Vicki Ardrey, Mike Bastien, Danny Bratton, Russell Brown, Sandi Bullar, 

Mark Costa, Gary McComb, Bill Pierson  
Abstain:  Barb Hughes 
Motion Carried  
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
Mayor Williams discussed and announced the following: 
 
Motion:  To Approve Notice of Intent to Award Bid to Haier Plumbing for the 
Walnut Street Waterline Project at a cost of $2,227,842.25. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade will be March 16, 2013. 
 
Lois Murphy stated that Star Wars would be playing at the Liberty Theatre the 
same day as the St. Patrick’s Day Celebrations so we should have a lot going on 
that day. 
 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Barbara Hughes Nothing 
 
Vicki Ardrey Nothing 
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Bill Pierson Nothing 
 
Mike Bastien Nothing 
 
Danny Bratton Nothing 
 
Mark Costa Boards are down that the code officer had put up on the 

brick house behind his house and Russell’s house.  It 
needs to be boarded up again. 

 
Sandi Bullar Nothing. 
 
Russell Brown Nothing 
 
Gary McComb Stated that since Butler was gone we needed to get 

someone else assigned to the schools. 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Jeff Bock No 
 
Ed Heller Stated he met with Mark Kennedy and Mark stated that he 

understood and there would be no further burning on his 
property 

 
Eric Kennedy No 
 
Ron Manwaring No 
 
Verdonna Otey No 
 
Sandra Ripley No 
 
Motion:  To adjourn 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 


